
May 18, 2017 
  
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. All Commissioners were 
present. 
  
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach made 
a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 2nd meeting as submitted. Commissioner 

Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Taylor Holzer, Social Services, presented the Social Services bills in an amount of $76,220.44.  After review, 

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the Social Service bills as presented.  Commissioner Hall seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson brought before the board the need to authorize banking access for David Stene to the 

Frandsen Bank & Trust account for payroll purposes.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve giving Mr. 

Stene bank access to the Frandsen Bank & Trust account for payroll purposes.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then brought forward the need to remove banking access for Teri Taylor from the Frandsen 

Bank & Trust account, as well as the three accounts at Bank of the West.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

remove banking access for Teri Taylor from the three accounts at Bank of the West as well as the account at Frandsen 

Bank & Trust.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson also inquired of the board whether we should be removing David Stene from the Social 

Services accounts at this time, and possibly adding Taylor Holzer to the accounts.  This was tabled until after 

Commissioner Bommersbach could talk with Mr. Stene.   

The next item on the agenda was the use of Compliance Funds for the temporary employee salary in the Assessor’s 

Office.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve using up to $6,000 of Compliance 

Funds for salary for the temporary position in the Assessor’s Office.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, approached the board with an update on the Public Health Nursing position she has 

been advertising to fill for five months.  Sarah noted that she had done some research into the requirements necessary 

for a WIC program coordinator, and had found that she would not necessarily have to have a nurse in the position, that 

it could be filled with a registered dietician, clinical nutritionist, or someone with a public health degree as long as they 

had adequate coursework in nutrition.  Sarah stated that she would like to re-advertise the position as a wellness 

coordinator position which would include WIC program responsibilities.   

After further discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow Sarah to advertise for a Wellness Coordinator 

position to include the WIC program responsibility.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Kjono then gave the board an update on the measles outbreak in Minnesota, stating that there have been 63 cases 

to date, 60 of which have not been immunized.  Public Health has been following up on school vaccination records and 

have sent out reminder letters to approximately 12 households that have lapsed in immunizations or have not been 

vaccinated at this point.  The letters did also include some information on the risks associated with not having childhood 

immunizations.    

Sarah also noted that members of Norman-Mahnomen Public Health staff attended the Annual WIC Clinic Conference at 

which Norman-Mahnomen Public Health received an award for their 2012-2015 Breast Feeding Initiative.   Ms. Kjono 

also gave the board a legislative update stating that public health has been lobbying for an increase in local public health 

funding, and that at this point it has not been cut, so is hopeful that this may make it through the legislature.  She also 

noted that their lobbyist is still pushing for an increase in reimbursement for local nursing home visits where they are 

currently receiving $65.00 per visit, and are hoping to raise this to $140.00 per visit.  Ms. Kjono also presented the Polk-

Norman-Mahnomen Community Health Services 2016 Annual Report.   

Commissioner Bommersbach asked Sarah if there was a rescheduled date for the Opioid Presentation and also whether 

public health, and/or law enforcement is doing any education or training of staff on the opioid issue.   

After a short break, Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, presented the Road & Bridge agenda.   First item 

on the docket was to award the second round of paving projects being S.A.P. 054-602-004 / CSAH 2 for 2 miles; S.A.P. 

054-6-7-008 / CSAH 7 for 4 miles; S.A.P. 054-618-016 / CSAH 18 for 6 miles.  After some discussion regarding the 

projects, Commissioner Hall made a motion to award R.J. Zavoral & Sons, Inc. of East Grand Forks, MN the contract in 

the amount of $993,171.35 for all three projects.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Mr. Ramstad stated that R. J. Zavoral & Sons would be requesting a conditional use permit for the project.    

Next on the Road & Bridge agenda was an update on the 2017 construction projects.  Bob stated that pre-construction 

meetings have been scheduled with Knife River, Davidson and Zavoral.  He also noted that there will be bid opening on 



Monday, the 22nd, for bridge replacement and bridge removal projects; along with a special board meeting on the 23rd 

to award the bridge projects.   

Mr. Ramstad also brought information forward regarding applications for utility permits along the Agassiz Trail north of 

Ada, stating that Arvig is looking to place fiberoptic cable at three crossing sites.   

The next item on the agenda was a letter from the City of Ada regarding the recycling dumpsters and Mr. Ramstad 

turned that portion of the discussion over to Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer.  After considerable 

discussion it was suggested that Mr. Johanson set up a meeting with the City of Ada, Bob Ramstad, Engineer Swenson, 

two commissioners, and himself to work on resolving the issue.   

Mr. Ramstad then updated the board on road maintenance, stating the patching crew was working in the Faith area 

today, and also mentioned blading is going well and the roads are improving.  There have been lots of frost boils again 

this year, particularly on the eastern side of the county.  Bob also mentioned that the new motor grader has been 

ordered and should come late July.  The new truck should come late May.  He also noted that he has been working with 

the insurance company on damage to the shop door at Halstad from last winter when the snowplow wing caught on the 

door frame.   

Next on the day’s agenda were the Wimmer Cabin furnace proposals.  After comparing the proposals and some 

discussion, it was decided to table the item until further clarification could be received regarding the BTU’s on one 

furnace proposal.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then addressed the board regarding the management letter for the State Auditor’s Office, 

and the need for the Chairman’s signature.  After limited discussion, Commissioner Gunderson signed the letter as well 

as Auditor-Treasurer Hanson and it will be sent to St. Paul to the Office of the State Auditor.   

James Brue, County Attorney, then entered the meeting and presented the board with a County Vehicle Use Policy.  

After little discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the newly created Norman County 

Vehicle Use Policy on the advice of the county attorney.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Mr. Brue then addressed the board regarding the Courts and Bureau of Criminal Apprehension E-charging explaining 

that this is the system and tool used by attorneys, law enforcement, judges, the State of Minnesota, Department of 

Public Safety and the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to be able to apprehend and charge an individual through the 

use of technology through the State’s criminal justice data communications network.  After considerable discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve county resolution CR-05-18-2017-1 Approving State of Minnesota Joint 

Powers Agreements with the County of Norman on behalf of its County Attorney and Sheriff.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote, the resolution was adopted unanimously.   

Commissioner Bommersbach then brought forward that he had been able to talk with David Stene regarding the Bank 

of the West accounts and it was decided that at this point Mr. Stene should remain active on the banking accounts for 

Social Services for the next month or so.  It was also suggested that Taylor Holzer should be added to the Social Welfare 

Account at Bank of the West.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve adding Taylor Holzer to the 

Social Welfare Account at Bank of the West.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

 Road & Bridge - $25,257.16 Revenue - $20,014.65 Public Health - $2,734.92 

 County Building - $1,271.76 County Homes - $411.12 Total   $49,689.61 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

There being no further items on the agenda for discussion, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.    

 

_____________________________________________ _____________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  

 

May 23, 2017 

Special Meeting of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
The Special Meeting of the Norman County Board of Commissioners that was scheduled for May 23, 2017, was 
cancelled by Engineer Jerilyn Swenson on May 22, 2017, due to the fact that she was not ready to have bids awarded on 
the anticipated bridge replacement and bridge removal projects. 
 
 
___________________________________________  ______________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


